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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION %
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON 25,D.C.
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The Honorsble Allen W. Pulles 57 0386
Blrector of Central Intelligence
Central Intelligonce Agency
Yaghington 25, D.C,

My desr Mr. Dulles:

Your afdvieo is requested with respect to & proposel
of the Office of Defense Mobillzation that the Netionsal
gclence Foundatlon consider extending 1is regletratien activ-
ities to includes srea and langusge speclalists, Currently
the Youndstion's Reglster of Scilentific end Technical Personnel
includes natursl sclentists, engineers, snd certeln related
specialists,

Before underteking an extension of Reglster coverags
into the sres and languege ields, the Poundation desires to
meke cortain that a real need exists for e Regleler of this
character, and 1f go, scmething of the purposes to be served
by 1t. The Foundation does not expect to make any greal amount
of use of such a Register to eerve 1t own needs, end considers
that its role will be principelly that of actlng &3 & peecetims
=l mobilization service egency to those goverrmentel agencies
move directly congernsd., Silnce your Agency hes been suggested
as one likely to be interested in this subject;, we would very
muxeh like your advice and counsel. The enclosed document mey
be helpful to your staff in reviewlng the charseier end uses
of Reglsters in relation to your own reguirements,

Bpseifically, your comments on whether a Reglster la
1ikely to be useful to your Agency will be greatly eppreclated,
If you beliewe it weuld be, then your suggestions on the cher-
acter of such a Reglster, the general criteris for coversge of
areag snd langueges, levels of proficlency, etc., will be most
kelpful. Finally, sinece purposes to be served are central to.
the kind of operstion that might be established, I hope you will
give us the sdvantsge of yomr thinking on this matter as relatel
to the prograxs of your Agency.

Waile ws are not ready to define precisely aree speclsal-
tets for this purpose, 1t may be useful to think of them as
individuals having specleliized mowledge of the geogrephy,
pecples, economy, soclety, hiastory, politics, govermment, or

Approved For Release 2001/04/24 : CIA-RDP78-04718A002400400009-4



—

Apﬁroved'For Release 2001/04/24 : CIA-RDP78-04718A002400400009-4

other aspects of the culture of s partimlaxr geographic

aree. Sick knowledge might be gained either through acedemic
type study, or from extended residence in the area. Langusge
specinlists are frequently ares specielists as vell, although
act elweys eso. Their knowledge of uncommon langnages may be
gained from academic study, from foreign residence, or from
tlose sesoclation with others ueging the lenguapge.

8%aff of the Register have alresdy hed some informal
sonversations with membere of yowr staff, They have been
moat helpful in glving us a better understanding of the problem.

Your commwents will be greasily epprecisted.

Bincerely yours,

Alan T. Vaterman
Director
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